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Photo by Tech. Sgt. Pedro YbanezINSIDE Guarding the Missions
Brooks Honor Guard members stand at attention during opening ceremonies at
the San Antonio Missions baseball game July 31 in conjunction with Military Ap-
preciation Night at the Missions. Col. Roy Ruff,  311th Human Systems Wing vice
commander, threw out the first ball.

Page

14
Page

15

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Air Force
officials have announced proposed
changes in the force structure affect-
ing the total force — active duty, Guard
and Reserve — to include the locations
of people, aircraft and organizations
across the United States.

This announcement addresses fis-
cal 2002 force structure, realignment,
and management actions resulting
from mission changes, adjustments
for efficiency and both congressional
and presidential directives.

Before making final decisions con-
cerning the major movement of
forces, the Air Force will conduct ap-
propriate environmental analyses and
ensure compliance with Clean Air Act
provisions.

Texas bases affected are:
Brooks — Operating Location-EA,

Air Force Research Laboratory de-
creases 20 military and increases 19
civilian authorizations as a result of a
requirements review.

The 311th Communication Squad-
ron increases six military and de-
creases six civilian authorizations cor-
recting a previous military to civilian
conversion.

The move of the Systems Acquisi-
tions School to Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base, Ohio, decreases 17 mili-
tary and 14 civilian authorizations.

The 68th Information Operations
Squadron loses 15 military authoriza-
tions due to the termination of a mis-
sion.

Total impact combined with other mi-
nor actions, is a decrease of 47 military

Air Force announces force structure changes

Jackie ‘O’
connection
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Sergeant

Inactive government
credit cards cancelled

See Cards, Page 3

WRIGHT PATTERSON AIR FORCE
BASE, Ohio — As part of an amended
contract between the General Services
Administration and Bank of America, the
Air Force travel card provider, inactive
government credit cards are being can-
celled.

In May, GSA amended its contract
with Bank of America, with the Air Force
agreeing to reduce the number of dor-
mant or seldom used cards.

The first phase of the implementa-
tion will be the cancellation of cards that
were confirmed as received but never
used.  In the second phase, accounts
that have been used less than twice in
the past year will be deactivated.  These
actions will begin on Aug. 6, and should
be completed by the statement cutoff
date of Sept. 3.

Travelers whose cards have been
cancelled will have two interim meth-
ods to obtain funds when traveling.  First,
the traveler could reapply for a card if
they expect to be traveling more fre-
quently than in the past.

Brooks, Texas bases affected

See Structure, Page 6

and four civilian authorizations.
Dyess AFB — The 7th Bomber Wing

gains 115 military authorizations for
B-1 maintenance and gains one mili-
tary position for the Coal Warfighter/
Operational Warfighter mission. The
7th Medical Group loses 10 military
and four civilian authorizations as a
result of Air Force Medical Service op-
timization.

The 317th Aircraft Generation
Squadron gains 47 military authori-
zations for C-130 manpower to sup-
port Expedtionary Aerospace Force op-
erations. Other minor realignments
result in a decrease of seven military
authorizations. Total impact is an in-
crease of 146 military and a decrease
of four civilian authorizations.

By Master Sgt. Jim Greeley
Air Force Print News

LACKLAND AIR FORCE BASE — An
Air Force sergeant is listed in critical
condition at Wilford Hall Medical
Center from injuries she received
July 31 after opening a package
containing a bomb.

Although she is listed in critical
condition, officials said her injuries
are not life threatening.

Her name and rank are being with-
held at the request of her family, ac-
cording to a Lackland spokesman.

The sergeant was injured when a
bomb exploded in her hands at 11:15
a.m. in the 342nd Training
Squadron’s headquarters building.

The explosion prompted an evacu-
ation of the building and the surround-
ing area at the base, plus an increase
in the base’s threat-condition level.

Lackland is currently at Threatcon
Bravo. The heightened security pos-
ture was initiated approximately 10
to 15 minutes after the explosion, ac-
cording to Lackland spokesman.

Investigators from the FBI, the Air
Force Office of Special Investigations
and the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol To-
bacco and Firearms are working on
the case.

“Our hearts and minds are with the
family, friends and co-workers of our
injured comrade, and we will work
closely with other investigating offi-
cials until we have all the answers”
said Maj. Gen. Michael N. Farage,
37th Training Wing commander.

Lackland AFB sergeant
injured by package bomb

 The FBI, Air Force Office of
Special Investigations and the
U.S. Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco
and Firearms are ivestigating.
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Commentary

By Chief Master Sgt. Ronald Kriete
14th Air Force command chief master sergeant

VANDENBERG AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. (AFPN) —
Every day, on any military base, there’s an an-
nouncement about a retirement ceremony for “Lt.
Col. So-and-so” or “Master Sgt. What’s-his-name.”

Last year, within two months, I went to six re-
tirement ceremonies. During the ceremonies, the
soon-to-be civilians were presented mementos and
medals to honor their distinguished
Air Force careers. Rightfully so, they
earned it.

But this tradition caused me to
ponder over something while I was
re-enlisting recently — we need to
show our airmen the advantages of
staying with the Air Force in the
same fashion. We need to recognize
and praise their choice to re-enlist.

We all should have noticed by now
that recruiting and retention are
pretty hot topics with our top Air Force
leaders.

Over the past 25 years, I’ve seen
airmen and junior (noncommis-
sioned officers) leaving the Air Force for various
reasons, some personal and some professional.

Some airmen can get disillusioned during their
first enlistment. They might not like living in the
dorms, or maybe their jobs aren’t satisfying
enough. They might have a personality conflict
with a supervisor.

I’m not saying these aren’t real problems for
today’s airmen, but in the grand scheme of things,
say a 20- or 30-year career, these are temporary
situations. If we let our people leave the service
without explaining the many benefits of staying
with the Air Force, then we haven’t upheld our
end of the deal.

In fact, we’ve done that airman a disservice. We
shouldn’t allow an emotional situation to guide a
person’s decision to change the course of his or
her life. When I talk to many of our first- and
second-termers getting out, I discover they are not
doing enough homework.

Do they really know what it’s like in the civil-
ian job market? And do they really understand
how loyal the Air Force is to its members and
their families? The Air Force will stay with you as

Let’s recognize those who choose to stay in

If we let our
people leave the
service without ex-
plaining the many
benefits of staying
with the Air Force,
then we haven’t
upheld our end of
the deal.

long as you stay with the Air Force, maybe longer.
Consider how many civilian-sector jobs can the

entry-level employee walk in to and have immedi-
ate health care? How many know they can count
on an opportunity for advancement? How many
start out with 30 days of paid vacation per year?
How many offer 75-percent tuition assistance?
How many offer the recreational and family
support programs we have in the Air Force?

Not many!
Some people talk about the “good

ol’ days,” back when we had twice
as many people in the Air Force. I
say “These are the good ol’ days!”

Instead of four people to a dorm
room, like I had as an airman, we
now have one-plus-one rooms.

Today’s airmen have more
opportunities to get financial
counseling and build wealth
through investing. Even if they
decide, based on logic not emotions,
to leave the Air Force, we have a
transition assistance program that
will ease their job hunt. How many
employers will help you market

yourself better for your next job?
If our first-term airmen aren’t satisfied with

their jobs, encourage them to retrain rather that
leave the service. When they re-enlist and re-
train, they can apply for a base of preference
anywhere in the country they’re needed. If they’ve
already been out of the Air Force they can come
back in.

Not only will we welcome them, we might even
pay them a bonus.

My challenge to my fellow Air Force profession-
als is to reflect on what life in the Air Force has
done for you. Look at what it will do for your
family.

Listen to people who’ve decided to make it a
career. Ask them “Why?” Share that with some-
one who’s looking at leaving this great profession.
The Air Force product is all about freedom for
tomorrow, while corporate America is all about
profit gain today — they have to be.

Recognize and praise the choice to re-enlist.
The airmen who stay with us will carry the flag
into the future. Your involvement today will keep
a strong and viable Air Force for tomorrow.

By Tech. Sgt. Dee Ann Poole
509th Bomb Wing Public Affairs

WHITEMAN AIR FORCE BASE, Mo. (ACCNS) —
When I was a sophomore in high school, my older
brother, Rick, moved in with my dad, my younger sister
and me. Rick was 29, a father of two, unemployed,
having marital problems and having a hard time
dealing with the loss of our mom a year earlier.

Rick and I didn’t talk about personal feelings,
though. Maybe it was because I was only 16. I as-
sumed my dad talked to him, but I’ll never know. Rick
is no longer alive and my dad doesn’t talk about that
April day that ended so tragically.

In 1980, suicide was a whispered word and people
didn’t talk openly about it. Maybe it’s because they
didn’t know how to recognize the signs and offer help.
Maybe it was thought of as a cop out.

It’s not until after the event that people find
themselves saying, “If only ...”

But why must we say that? There’s no easy answer
because we won’t be able to stop all suicide attempts.
But we can do our best to help someone who may feel
suicide is the only answer to life’s problems.

The Air Force began its battle against suicide in 1996
when it created the Air Force Suicide Prevention Program.
It was designed to educate people on the symptoms of
suicide and curb what appeared to be an increasing
number of suicides among active-duty members.

In the five years before the program started, the Air
Force averaged 60 deaths annually. Since 1996 there’s
been a noticeable reduction in the number of suicides.
Between 1998 and 2000, the service averaged 28
suicides annually.

Even though the trend is down, some people still

see suicide as the only way to fix their problems.
So far this year, the Air Force has suffered more than
20 suicides, said officials at the Air Force Surgeon
General’s office.

Many stressors can trigger a suicide. The most
common are relationship, financial and legal concerns.

Of the Air Force’s 30 suicides last year, most were
young men, said Lt. Col. Wayne Talcott, chief of the
Air Force Suicide Prevention Program. Although half
were married, the highest rate of suicide occurred
among those who were no longer married.

Talcott said most Air Force suicides occurred in off-
base residences and almost every one involved
relationship problems. Many had financial and legal
concerns. Almost half had a history of alcohol problems.

Of the 30, only 26 percent sought mental-health
services within a month of their death, Talcott said.

The problems are not new. Thanks to the Air Force
Suicide Prevention Program we know what the stres-
sors are. We also know help is available for nearly any
problem people may be dealing with.

On base, help can come from chaplains, the family
advocacy office, family support center, Air Force Aid
Society, and more. Off base, there are even more
agencies that offer assistance.

When Rick died, we didn’t know what to look for.
We didn’t have the training or the knowledge to help
him overcome his problems.

Would Rick still be here today if we had known how to
help? I don’t know. But I do know everyone in my family
would feel better knowing we tried to save his life.

Instead, my dad lives with the guilt of finding my
brother in the garage.

I urge all of you to be aware of what’s going on with
those you know and point them in the right direction
before life’s stressors overwhelm them. When a
person is at risk of committing suicide, it’s better to
try to help than to live with the guilt of being quiet.

Guilt can be a heavy burden. Just ask my dad.

Suicide: Ignoring signs can cost a life



DISCOVERY
   Aug. 3, 2001 3

Cards
Continued from Page 1

Second, the traveler could ask his
or her local finance office to advance
travel entitlements via electronic funds
transfer.

Cash payments will be considered
on a case by case basis, but it is
important that requests be made at
least three duty days before travel-
ing.

Travelers whose cards have been
deactivated will need to contact their
unit agency program coordinator to
have those cards reactivated.

At least two duty days are re-
quired for the reactivation process to
be completed.

Travelers with questions should
contact their unit agency coordina-
tor.

For more information, contact the
Brooks Travel Pay Office at 536-5748.

Civilians of the Quarter
April 1 - June 30, 2001

Category I Student Aide
Stephanie Criollo

AFIERA/RSH

Category II GS 3-5
Janice McMahon

311th ABG/SVK

Category III GS 6-8
Kathe Masch
311 ABG/CECS

Category IV GS 9-11
Charles Cole

311th ABG/CECS

Category VI WG/WL/WS
Eulalio Menchaca

311th ABG/CEOIS

Category V GS 12-13
Linda Canas
AFIERA/SDEM

Category VII NAF
Rick Guajardo
311 ABG/SVML

R i c h a r d
B e n t l y
accepted
the award
on behalf
of Rick
Guajardo.
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(Top photo)  Senior Airman Ryan Worthey, of the 311th Communication Squadron and his
family recieve the July Yard of the Month  award from 1st Lt. Thomas Jost, 311th Air Base
Group executive officer. The Wortheys reside at 108 Skaggs. Senior Airman Christopher
Bain, of the 68th Information Operations Squadron, and his family also won yard of the
month honors.  The Bain family resides at 115 Skaggs.  Yard of the month winners receive
a $25 gift certificate from Services and a $10 gift certificate from the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service. They also receive a flag and certificate.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Sabrina Johnson

July Yards of the Month

By Master Sgt. Mike Briggs
AETC Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE
(AETCNS) — New anti-terrorism
standards enacted by the De-
partment of Defense have
changed the term “threat con-
dition” to “force protection con-
dition.”

The switch took place when
Secretary of Defense Donald
Rumsfeld released DoD Instruc-
tion 2000.16, DoD Anti-terror-
ism Standards, June 18.

“These new DoD standards
and their associated require-
ments will significantly en-
hance DoD’s anti-terrorism pro-
gram posture through proactive
measures designed to deter and
defend against terrorists acts,”
wrote Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld in his memo
announcing the new anti-terror-
ism instruction.

The change is effective imme-
diately, said Col. Rick Eldard, di-
rector of security forces for Air
Education and Training Com-
mand.

Air Force guidance about anti-
terrorism and force protection as
it pertains to the new DoD in-
struction is pending, Colonel

Eldard said, but he announced
the following:

— The definition and required
actions for force protection con-
ditions, or FPCONs, Normal, Al-
pha, Bravo, Charlie and Delta
remain the same as those used
previously for threat conditions,
or THREATCONs.

Those conditions apply when
military installations are in dif-
ferent stages of alert based upon
known or unknown terrorism
threats.

— Units in the command
should change THREATCON sta-
tus indicators to FPCON indica-
tors at installation entry points
and other applicable locations.

The colonel said enacting the
guidance in the new instruction
would be a smooth process.

“A lot of it is going to be seam-
less and we’re not going to see a
whole lot of issues in imple-
menting the instruction,” Colo-
nel Eldard said.

“The most obvious change
people in the base community
will see is THREATCONs becom-
ing FPCONs.”

Organizations throughout DoD
will comply with the operational
aspects of the instruction as it
pertains to their units, Colonel
Eldard said.

He emphasized everyone in
the base communities through-
out the command must be aware
of and involved in the force pro-
tection program.

“Whether it’s FPCONs or
THREATCONs, the program is
not a security forces program,”
he said. “It is a wing commander
program. Anti-terrorism and
force protection can and will be
very successful if we, as a com-
plete Air Force community, do
our part.”

For more details, people may
access the new DoD instruction
at http://web7.whs.osd.mil/
html/200016.htm.

New DoD anti-terrorism measure
changes THREATCONs to FPCONs

“     Anti-terrorism
and force protection
can and will be very
successful if we, as a
complete Air Force
community, do our
part.

Col. Rick Eldard
AETC Security Forces director
”
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Courtesy photo

Senior Airman Douglas Saferite Jr., was recently
apprehended following 17 months of coordination
and cooperation between Det. 518 of the Air Force
Office of Special Investigations at Spangdahlem Air
Base, Germany; the Luxembourg police; and the U.S.
Department of State.

Air Force OSI nabs top-10 fugitive
By Maj. Mike Richmond
Air Force Office of Special Investigations Public Affairs

ANDREWS AIR FORCE BASE, Md. (AFPN) — A se-
nior airman who spent a year and a half in fugitive
status is behind bars in Luxembourg after being
arrested July 23 by the Luxembourg National Po-
lice.

The arrest of Senior Airman Douglas Saferite
Jr., follows 17 months of coordination and coopera-
tion between Detachment 518 of the Air Force Of-
fice of Special Investigations at Spangdahlem Air
Base, Germany; the Luxembourg police; and the
U.S. Department of State.

Saferite disappeared from Spangdahlem on
March 2, 2000, while awaiting a court-martial. He
was facing charges of stealing more than $110,000
worth of computer equipment from the 52nd Com-
munications Squadron at Spangdahlem. He was
later court-martialed in absentia and sentenced to
six years of confinement, a dishonorable discharge,
reduction to E-1 and a fine of $14,565.

OSI Special Agent Lynn Stedge conducted the
case against Saferite from its inception, when a
computer technician probing network anomalies
at Spangdahlem in September 1999 discovered
several necessary computer components were
missing.

Stedge’s subsequent investigation indicated
Saferite had stolen computer processors, two laptops
and other network components. He then sold many
of the items over the Internet.

Following Saferite’s disappearance, Stedge led the
manhunt and coordination efforts that ultimately
brought the fugitive back into custody.

“I’m very happy about this,” Stedge said. “It fi-
nally puts closure on this case. It’s been a long
couple of years.”

Saferite was arrested at the home of his Luxem-
bourgian wife and child in Garnich, Luxembourg,
after surveillance a few days earlier confirmed his
presence there.

Stedge said he had suspected for more than a
year that Saferite was hiding in the home, based
on several clues unearthed in the investigation.
But without more evidence, Luxembourg laws pre-
vented police from executing a search warrant.

“It was frustrating because he was just across
the border, no more than an hour away, and yet we
couldn’t move on him because there’s no (Status of
Forces Agreement) between us and Luxembourg,”
Stedge said. “Even though he’d already been tried
and convicted, we needed just a little bit more evi-
dence to make it happen.”

The evidence they needed dropped into their laps
July 16 in the form of an anonymous phone call to
the OSI operations center here.

The caller reported information about a series of
Internet “chat room” conversations he had with one
of Saferite’s relatives, who indicated Saferite was,
indeed, residing in Garnich, Stedge said.

“That was enough to provide the final impetus
for the Luxembourg police to run the surveillance
operation,” Stedge said. “And once they saw him,
they were able to make arrangements to go in and
get him.”

Stedge said he found it ironic that an Internet-
related tip ultimately ended Saferite’s life on the
lam.

“He got caught stealing computers, and then com-
puters ended up being his demise,” Stedge said.

Luxembourg laws forbade OSI agents from par-
ticipating in the arrest, so an international arrest
warrant was obtained for the Luxembourg police
through the U.S. State Department.

The Luxembourg police called Det. 518’s com-
mander, Special Agent Todd Langenfeld, immedi-
ately following the arrest to report it had gone
smoothly, but that Saferite was “very emotional”
when he realized he was not beyond the reach of
the law.

“He was completely surprised,” Langenfeld said.
“He thought he was a free man and that we didn’t
have jurisdiction to come get him. But he was
wrong.”

Saferite is now in a Luxembourg jail, awaiting
extradition to Spangdahlem.

“Command officials here are pretty ecstatic about
this,” Langenfeld said. “It’s been a long time com-
ing, and we’re all real happy that justice has been
done.”

To learn more about the AFOSI’s top-10 fugitive
list, visit the AFOSI web site.
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USAFSAM graduates two
hyperbaric specialist fellows

Structure
Continued from Page 1

Two military medical officers recently joined a small group of medical
professionals worldwide who are trained in hyperbaric medicine when they
recently graduated from the U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicine’s
hyperbaric medicine fellowship training program.

U.S. Air Force senior flight surgeon Col. (Dr.) Walter Cayce and Cana-
dian Forces Maj. Debbie Pestell  graduated June 28 from USAFSAM’s
premiere program in hyperbaric and diving medicine.

“Our program is the best in the country for training military hyperbaricists
because we cover all bases in operational support, wound healing and
diving medicine,” said USAFSAM’s Col. Robert  Bertoldo, fellowship train-
ing program director for the Department of Defense.

He explained, “Our fellows are experienced and well-trained in other
fields of medicine prior to entering this specialized field. This training pre-
pares them to be hyperbaric consultants in the application of hyperbaric
oxygen in the clinical and operational arenas comprising the entire pres-
sure continuum of man’s working environment.”

Before entering the fellowship program here, Dr. Cayce was assigned
to Wilford Hall Medical Center as a staff aerospace medicine specialist
supervising resident physician training in occupational and aerospace
medicine.

His academic accomplishments include a bachelor of science degree
from Ohio State University, a master’s degree in public health from Harvard
University and a medical doctorate degree from Medical College of Ohio.
Cayce is residency-trained and board certified in family practice, aero-
space medicine and occupational medicine. This fall, he will be taking the
certifying subspecialty board exam in undersea and hyperbaric medicine.

Cayce has been subsequently assigned to USAFSAM’s Hyperbaric
Medicine Division and the teaching departments of Aerospace/Occupa-
tional Medicine.

“A significant portion of his primary duties will be the establishment of a
hyperbaric medicine and wound care capability at Wilford Hall Medical
Center,” said Bertoldo.

For the past two years, Pestell has been in San Antonio performing
post-graduate training. Prior to entering the fellowship program, she earned
a master’s degree in public health from the University of Texas. Her aca-
demic background also includes an honors bachelor of arts degree in
psychology and a medical doctorate degree from McMaster University in
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. She is boarded in family medicine with the
Canadian College of Family Physicians, and has completed training as a
flight surgeon and diving medical officer in the Canadian Forces.

Pestell’s post-fellowship assignment is diving medicine consultant for
the Defense and Civil Institute of Environmental Medicine in Toronto, Canada.

“We congratulate these outstanding medical officers on their superb
performance during the fellowship and wish them every success in their
professional careers,” said Col. Benton Zwart, U.S. Air Force Surgeon
General Consultant in Hyperbaric Medicine.

Community Outreach
Tech. Sgt. Kenton Lee, a Brooks ambassador and instructor at the U.S. Air Force
School of Aerospace Medicine, discusses his career and life in the Air Force with students
participating in the San Antonio Public Library’s summer program series for teens, “Teen
Summer 2001: A Mind Odyssey.”  Lee spoke at the library’s Reagan Branch July 19.
Speakers from the base have reached more than 2,500 people this year through the
base’s Speakers Bureau, a community outreach program managed by the Office of Public
Affairs.  To volunteer as a speaker, call 536-5140.

Courtesy Photo

Fort Hood–  The 3rd Weather Squadron
loses 29 military authorizations as a result of
Air Force Weather reengineering. The 3rd
Air Support Operations Group gains six
military authorizations to implement EAF op-
erations. Total impact is a decrease of 23
military authorizations.

Goodfellow AFB —  The 17th Civil En-
gineer Squadron  loses 23 military and gains
23 civilian authorizations due to a military
to civilian conversion.

Greenville —  Det. 2, 645th Materiel
Squadron, decreases one military authori-
zation due to expiration of short-term spe-
cial project maintenance authorization.

Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center —
Air Force Space Command realigns one mili-
tary authorization from the LBJ Space Cen-
ter to the Kennedy Space Center to estab-
lish an AFSPC liaison.

Lackland AFB — The 37th Construc-
tion Squadron loses eight civilian authoriza-
tions due to a decrease in workload. The
37th Security Forces Squadron gains 26 mili-
tary authorizations for EAF support.

Headquarters Air Intelligence Agency
loses five military authorizations but gains
five civilian authorizations due to a military
to civilian conversion. The 33rd IOS gains

17 military and three civilian authorizations
due to a mission adjustment and five mili-
tary authorizations due to an increase in
its information assurance mission.

Creation of the 23rd IOS will result in an
increase of 28 military and two civilian au-
thorizations.

Creation of the 453rd Electronic War-
fare Squadron will result in an increase of
nine civilian authorizations.

The 93rd Intelligence Squadron gains 17
military authorizations for systems admin-
istration duties in its Medina Regional Se-

curity Operations Center and 32 military
authorizations because of a mission ad-
justment.

The 543rd Intelligence Group gains six
military and one civilian authorization for
its operational and support staff require-
ments. Total impact, when combined with
other minor actions, is an increase of 122
military and 11 civilian authorizations.

Laughlin AFB —  The 47th Operations
Support Squadron will lose 10 military and
gain 10 civilian authorizations due to a mili-
tary to civilian conversion.

Medina Annex —  The 651st Muni-
tions Squadron, Lackland AFB, in-
creases five military authorizations for
Standard Air Munitions Package
workload.

Randolph AFB —  Operating Loca-
tion-PQ, Ogden Air Logistics Center de-
creases one military authorization as it
transitions Flight Test to Air Force Re-
serve Command.

Headquarters Air Education and
Training Command will gain eight mili-
tary and 21 civilian authorizations with
the realignment of the technical training
programming function from Keesler AFB.

The 12th OSS will lose four military
and gain four civilian authorizations due
to a military to civilian conversion.

Total impact, when combined with
other minor changes, is an increase of
25 civilian authorizations.

Sheppard AFB —  The 82nd CONS
loses five civilian authorizations due to a
decrease in workload. The 82nd CES
will lose 31 military and gain 31 civil-
ian authorizations due to a military to
civilian conversion.

The 80th OSS will lose 10 military
and gain 10 civilian authorizations due
to a military to civilian conversion.

Total impact is a decrease of 41 mili-
tary and an increase of 36 civilian au-
thorizations.
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ACTION LINE

311th Security Forces Squadron............................................................................................536-3310
SFS after duty hours...............................................................................................................536-2851
311th Civil Engineer Squadron...............................................................................................536-3861
311th Communications Squadron............................................................................................536-6571
311th Air Base Group Logistics Division...............................................................................536-3541
Safety........................................................................................................................................536-2111
Housing Maintenance................................................................................................................536-7000
Housing Office...........................................................................................................................536-1840
311th Services Division............................................................................................................536-2545
311th Medical Squadron (Clinic).............................................................................................536-4715
Military Personnel......................................................................................................................536-1845
Civilian Personnel.....................................................................................................................536-3353
Military Pay................................................................................................................................536-1851
Civilian Pay...............................................................................................................................536-2823
I.G.  (FWA)...............................................................................................................................536-2358
Military Equal Opportunity........................................................................................................536-2584
EEO Complaints.......................................................................................................................536-3702
Base Exchange.........................................................................................................................533-9161
Commissary..............................................................................................................................536-3549
Brooks City Base Project Office.............................................................................................536-6626

536-2222
The  COMMANDER’S ACTION LINE  is your opportunity to

make Brooks a better place to live, work and play.
If you have a suggestion for improvement, a complaint

or a problem that you have not been able to resolve
through normal complaint channels or the chain of com-
mand, call the COMMANDER’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222.

  Only items of general interest will be published, so please
leave your name and number for a personal response.

The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:

Brig. Gen. Lloyd Dodd
311th Human Systems

Wing commander

PFMP orientation
8 a.m. - 10:30 a.m., Aug. 9, Bldg. 538 —

First duty station personal financial man-
agement program orientation is mandatory
for members whose first duty station is
Brooks.

Learn how to apply basic money manage-
ment skills and become acquainted with the
many programs and services available on
base.

Sponsor training
10 a.m. - 11 a.m. , Aug 13, Bldg. 538 —

In accordance with Air Force Instruction 36-
3011, sponsor training is mandatory for all
first-time sponsors and those who have not

sponsored within the past year. Learn about
available resources.

Smooth move
12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m. , Aug. 14, Bldg. 538 —

PCSing? Hear briefings from the traffic
management office, legal, the clinic, fi-
nance, housing and the family support cen-
ter.

This seminar is open to all active duty
members, Department of Defense civilians
and spouses.

PCS overseas
3 p.m. - 4 p.m. , Aug. 14, Bldg. 538 —

Any move can be stressful, but an overseas
move has its own set of challenges and op-
portunities. Learn more about your OCONUS
PCS by attending the Smooth Move Semi-
nar and staying after for this class.

3-day transition seminar
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. , Aug. 21-23, Bldg. 538 —
Making the transition from military to the

civilian sector can be a big undertaking.
This seminar allows for better service to

separating and retiring members and their
spouses. Topics include job search prepara-
tion, resume writing, interviewing skills,
including appropriate dress, Veteran’s ben-
efits and much more.

Members should attend the seminar at
least 180 days prior to separation.

Brooks Family
Support Center

activities
Call 536-2444 for information

Visit the Brooks Family Support Center
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Col. John Garland (left) and Col. Gene Killan, U.S. Air Force School of
Aerospace Medicine, examine the newly unveiled bio-environmental
engineering pictoral history exhibit  in Bldg. 775.
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Photo by Rudy Purificato

USAFSAM pictorial history nears
completion with new exhibit

Bioenvironmental engineers
here have followed their career
field vision as ‘creative problem
solvers’ by using the Institute of
Texan Cultures’ expertise to tell
a compelling story involving
their contributions to Air Force
aerospace medical history.

Recently, four pictorial wall
panels were unveiled at the U.S.
Air Force School of Aerospace
Medicine as part of a series of
historical exhibits concurrently
begun a few years ago to help
commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of aerospace medicine.

Previously completed displays
that depict Team Aerospace his-
tory include flight nursing, pub-
lic health and aerospace physi-
ology. The flight medicine ex-
hibit will be completed this year.

“These panel boards were cre-
ated for students, student ap-
prentices and officers to convey
our heritage as part of Team
Aerospace,” said Col. Gene
Killan, USAFSAM associate
dean for bioenvironmental en-
gineering.

Formerly called sanitary and
industrial hygiene engineers,
bioenvironmental engineers
have been part of the Air Force
since its inception.

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Killan said the panels give
bioenvironmental engineering
students an appreciation of how
they fit within Team Aerospace,
the types of jobs they will  per-
form, and an understanding of
their heritage.

“We contracted with the Insti-
tute of Texan Cultures to create
a museum-quality exhibit,”
Killan said, explaining that Tech
Sgt. Sonya Maggio helped the
Institute’s Dave Garrison de-
velop the displays through her
research.

The wall panels include pho-
tographs, text and artifacts that
depict the entire career field
ranging from water sampling
and chemical warfare detection
to infectious disease control.

Photos and artifacts were do-
nated by Air Force bioenviron-
mental engineers worldwide,
said Senior Master Sgt. Jeff
Akers, USAFSAM bioenviron-
mental engineering functional
manager.

“What we want the displays to
do is convey to students, ‘Hey,
here is your heritage. This is
what you’re going to do’,” Killan
said. Each panel features a ca-
reer field theme. Eventually,
additional exhibits will be added.

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

By Dawn Onley
Government Computer News

Military life can be tough on young fami-
lies. Couples are often apart for long peri-
ods, in addition to many other changes they
face when one joins the armed forces. The
Air Force uses a Web outreach initiative to
help families cope with life in the military
and, in the process, improve the service’s
retention of airmen.

Kate Dodd, who is married to Brig. Gen.
Lloyd Dodd, commander of Brooks Air Force
Base, says the Spouse Forum on the Cross-
roads Web site promotes camaraderie.

“The feedback they get helps,” Dodd said,
“because the spouses develop camaraderie.
Often they make friends who are hundreds
or thousands of miles away.”

“It makes them feel as if they have a com-
munity,” Stefanie Myers, program manager
in the Air Force Family Matters Office, said
of the service’s Crossroads Web site. “It’s an
excellent retention tool. We’ve always said
spouses were the key to retention.”

Crossroads has been in operation for
about three years at: www.afcrossroads.com.
It features information on job openings, edu-
cational opportunities and financial advice,
as well as news for youths, relocation links
and parenting tips.

Human Resources Technology Inc. of Al-
exandria, Va., designed the animated web
site to interest teenagers. It features a jet
fighter simulation program, which helps re-
cruit them to the Air Force. Retaining per-
sonnel remains one of the site’s main goals,
said Capt. David Westover, an Air Force
spokesman.

“I believe we were the first to have any
web site on the internet supporting military
families,” said Bob Fuller, Human Resources
Technology’s chief executive officer.

Spouses of service members have taken
note. The Spouse Network has become one
of the most popular features on the site since
it was rolled out last October.

The Spouse Network includes a message
board where spouses can sound off on is-
sues, post questions or ask for advice. Most
of Crossroads is accessible to the public, but
its Spouse Forum is available only to Air
Force civilian and military personnel, to pro-
tect their privacy.

Dodd said she visits the forum twice a day
to gauge the questions and to help young
spouses get acclimated.

“These women come in and they’re
scared,” Dodd said, herself an Air Force wife
of 25 years. “I’m responsible for helping
some of the young spouses along, and this
is a wonderful tool.

Web site’s spouses forum promotes camaradarie
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NEWS  briefs
Combat dining-in

A reminder that the Brooks Airman’s Council
combat dining-in is today at the base park pavilion.
Social hour is from 6-7 p.m., followed by the dining-
in from 7-11 p.m. The menu includes hamburgers,
hotdogs, potato salad and sodas. BDUs are the attire
for the event.

National Kids Day
Brooks will celebrate National Kids Day Aug. 5.

The youth center is coordinating the event from 2
to 4 p.m. There will be food, games and prizes. The
event is open to all Brooks members and their fami-
lies. For more information, call the youth center at
536-2515.

New dialing plan for Brooks
Beginning July 31, Brooks calling access codes

for commercial, DSN, and long distance changed.
The Air Force has mandated all installations stan-
dardize calling codes to eliminate confusion when
members have a permanent change of station or
are on temporary duty.

All Air Force installations were to be standard-
ized no later than Aug. 1.

The new access codes are:
99 - commercial local
98 - FTS or international (long distance/unit

funded)
94 - DSN routine
For more information, call Tech. Sgt. Quentin

Benning in the 311th Communications Squadron
at 536-2115.

Small business industry day
Increase your contracting opportunities at the

Small Business Industry Day Procurement Confer-
ence to be held Aug.14-15 at Kelly USA. The event
is co-sponsored by the San Antonio Business Op-
portunity Council and the South San Antonio Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The conference will feature briefings by federal,
state and local government agencies and corporate
prime contractors. Registration fee is $25 for at-
tendees and $175 for exhibitors. For more informa-
tion call (210) 458-2458.

Comptrollers conference
Fifth Army will host the Alamo City Chapter of

the American Society of Military Comptrollers Au-
gust luncheon Aug. 14, at the Omni San Antonio
Hotel, 9821 Colonnade Blvd.  There will be a social
at 11 a.m. and lunch at 11:30 a.m. Robert Gaylor,
leadership consultant, will speak on “It’s great to be
a winner.”

Luncheon selections consist of a Blue selection
at $11 - grilled chicken strips, fettuccini alfredo,
salad, roll, pecan pie and tea, and a Red selection
for $10 which includes a large chicken salad meal,
roll, pecan pie and tea.

For tickets contact Betty Ann Rosales at 536-1335,
or e-mail bettyann.rosales@brooks.af.mil by Aug. 6.

Drop-in dental screenings
The Pediatric Dental Department at Lackland Air

Force Base provides drop-indental screenings for all
eligible military medical beneficiaries one day each
month.

Children under 14 years of age will be seen at
the Skylark Community Center from 8 to 11 a.m.
on the following dates:  Aug. 8, Sept. 26, Oct. 10,
Nov. 14, and Dec. 12.

Each child will receive a dental screening exam,
an opinion about their dental condition, and appro-
priate treatment recommendations.  Contact Air-
man 1st Class Marnie Thetford at 292-3327 for more
information.

Periodontics dept. seeks patients
The Wilford Hall Medical Center Department of

Periodontics at Lackland Air Force Base is seeking
additional patients with specific needs for treatment
in the periodontics residency program.

Applicants must be a military retiree or family
member of a retiree, and have already been deter-
mined by a dentist to be in need of periodontal treat-
ment.

Eligible patients will be selected for treatment

based on the needs of the periodontal training pro-
gram. For more information, call 292-7271.

Volunteers needed to test vMPF
The Air Force Personnel Center at Randolph AFB

is seeking 20 volunteers from the San Antonio area
to help test the Virtual Military Personnel Flight’s
next release of functional applications.

The program is designed to allow service mem-
bers to inquire and update data within their indi-
vidual personnel records.

Officer and enlisted members from the Reserve,
Guard and active duty are needed in a variety of
AFSCs. Volunteers must be available from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. Aug. 27 - 31.

Volunteers should e-mail Master Sgt. Robert
Atkinson at:

robert.atkinson@afpc/randolph.af.mil
or Master Sgt. Brian Yeich at:
brian.yeich@afpc.randolph.af.mil or call either at

DSN 665-2556.

August meeting
The next CGOC meeting is Aug. 17 at 3 p.m. at

the Brooks Club.

Community service events
The CGOC needs 10 volunteers to visit and de-

liver pre-packaged baked goods to inpatients at the
Audi Murphy Veterans Hospital Aug. 9 at 4:30 p.m.
Children and family members are welcome.

To volunteer or for more information, contact
Capt. David Koles at 536-2322 or by email at
david.koles@brooks.af.mil.

Social events
Stars and Bars 2001, hosted by Gen. Hal

Hornburg, commander of Air Education and Train-
ing Command, is scheduled for Thursday, Aug. 30
at 6 p.m. at the Lackland Gateway Club.

The theme is “Unlocking the Future With Keys
From the Past.”

Mess dress or service equivalent attire is appro-
priate.

Cost is $25 and includes New York Strip.

CGOC briefs
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Brooks Blood Drive
Aug. 16, at the Base Chapel

 7:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
Donors will receive T-shirts and refreshments.

For information call 536-3743 or 536-8385.

12
Preferred Plus! Pays

From August through October
club members will have oppor-
tunities each month to enter
and win local prizes ranging from
a year of free dues to $100 in
Services gift certificates, free
rounds of golf, or gift certificates
for the FrameWorks and Out-
door Recreation.

In November, entries from all
Air Force Materiel Command
bases will be combined for a com-
mand-wide drawing.  One Pre-
ferred Plus! member will win
$15,000 in cash or one of sev-
eral other prizes, including a
Sony Play Station 2, digital cam-
eras, portable DVD players and
more.

All active duty members, re-
serve components, or retiree
club members in good standing
are eligible to win command-
level prizes.

Services commanders, divi-
sion chiefs, deputy command-
ers, club managers, assistant
managers and staff and family
members, commercial sponsor-
ship managers and staff, and
their families are not eligible to
enter or win command-level
prizes. All other Services em-
ployees who are club members
are eligible.

Any active duty member, re-
serve component or retiree club
member in good standing, in-
cluding Services employees not
listed above are eligible to win
base-level certificates and free
dues.

For details and rules contact
Vida Marsh at 536-8057, or Jan
McMahon at 536-5475.

Youth Center
Bldg. 470, 536-2515

The Youth Center is accept-
ing applications for the After
School Program. Children must
be at least 5 years old and at-
tending kindergarten, or up to
12 years of age.

The program operates from 3
to 5 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. Space is limited. Call the
school-age coordinator, Felitia
McLaurin, for more information.

Youth football
The Youth Services Center is

registering players for the 2001
youth football season.

The league has no weight
limit in effect for the following
age groups: flag football, ages 6-
7 years and 8-10 years, and
tackle football, ages 11-13 years.
Ages must be as of Aug. 1, 2001.

The two tackle teams are
scheduled to play at the
Alamodome Aug. 11, prior to the
Minnesota Vikings vs. New Or-
leans Saints game.

For more information contact
Larry Flores at 536-8130.

Youth golf
A youth sports golf tourna-

ment will be held Aug. 10 at

By Jan McMahon
Brooks Services Marketing Office

536-5475

12:30 p.m. with a shotgun start
at 1 p.m. at the Brooks Golf
Course. Registration is $25,
which covers greens and cart
fees. The Florida Scramble will
be limited to 16 teams, four golf-
ers per team. Mulligans will be
sold for $2, or three for $5, with
a limit of six per person.

Prizes will be awarded for
first- and second-place teams,
plus for the longest drive and
closest to the pin.

The Frameworks
Bldg. 704, 536-2120

Just a reminder, that
FrameWorks has moved to the
Base Exchange mall area. Stop
by and let Veronica assist you
with your mat and molding se-
lections. While you’re in the
shop let her show you the new
engraved samples that are now
available.

Fitness Center
Bldg. 940, 536-2188

Five outstanding golfers were
selected from the intramural
league to represent Brooks in
the Intramural All-Star Golf
Championship at Tinker Air
Force Base, Okla., July 30
through Aug. 4.

Golfers selected were Tech.
Sgt. James Barfield, Master Sgt.
Curtis Nagle, Tech. Sgt. Ted
Burger, Staff Sgt. Chris McClar,
and Maj. Katharyn Grant.

Therapeutic massage
Swedish massage, used for

relaxation, and deep muscle/
neuromuscular therapy, which
is used for acute or chronic
pain, are being offered through
the Fitness Center.

Swedish massage is available
for one-half hour at $25, or one
hour for $45. Deep muscle/neu-
romuscular therapy is available
for $30 for one-half hour or $50
for one hour.

Call Theresa Medellin, RN,
RMT, at 221-9915, or 382-7746
to schedule an appointment.
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Brooks singer
listens to guiding

‘inner voice’Roy Roscoe

FULL NAME:
Roy L. Roscoe

DUTY TITLE, ORGANIZATION:
Noncommissioned officer in charge,

Military Justice,311th Human Systems
Wing Office of the Staff Judge

Advocate

 WHAT IS MY JOB? :
I work for the Staff Judge Advo-

cate, handling all administrative
procedures in military justice matters.

BIRTHDAY:
Sept. 8

HOMETOWN:
Huntsville, Ala.

FAMILY STATUS:
Married; two children

PERSONAL MOTTO:
“Never say you can’t do something.
You can do anything if you try and

believe in yourself.”

INSPIRATIONS:
My wife and children. They keep me
grounded and give me the desire to

succeed when I feeI I can’t.

PET PEEVE:
  Nasty attitudes. You waste so

much time being nasty.

HOBBIES:
Singing, writing lyrics and scripts,

dancing and body building.

BOOK(S) AT BEDSIDE:
Bible, Muscle Fitness magazines.

I JOINED THE AIR FORCE:
because I wanted to finish my degree

and better my future.

FIVE-YEAR GOAL:
Make Master Sergeant, get accepted

into law school.

ULTIMATE GOAL:
Be an entertainment lawyer, put both
of my children through college, and

No.1, get to heaven.

MY GREATEST
ACCOMPLISHMENT IS:

to date, completing my bachelor’s
degree.

MY MOST PRIZED POSSESSION
IS:

being saved. I know that sometimes I
fall short, but I’m so glad that because

of God’s grace and mercy I have
something more than any material

thing on Earth...eternal life.

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Tech. Sgt. Roy Roscoe equates
‘singing the blues’ to wearing Air
Force blue while sharing his God-
given talent. This always-optimistic
paralegal technician knows that
when he experiences a ‘blue day,’ he
need only listen to his inner voice
for guidance.

Known for his soulful rendition of
the National Anthem at Brooks
functions, he exudes confidence and
enthusiasm about his singing ability.

“God has blessed me abundantly. I
believe that what God has given you
(in talent), you should give it back,”
he said. Roscoe’s faith motivates
him to continue performing wher-
ever the Air Force sends him.

Born in Huntsville, Ala., the 34-
year-old Roscoe began singing at age
3 as part of a children’s group. “At
14, I received a scholarship to the
New York City School of Fine Arts. I
had some opportunities to become a
professional. However, my mother
wanted me to pursue academics.
She had known singers James
Brown and Jackie Wilson and once
dated one of the Pips from Gladys
Knight and the Pips. She saw (and
disapproved of) their kind of
lifestyle,” he said.

Nonetheless, Roscoe nurtured an
interest in music, acting, writing
and dancing, watching musicals
featuring Fred Astaire, Gene Kelly
and Sammy Davis, Jr.

In high school, Roscoe became a
featured singer for the vocal group
Chaos. “A recording company in

Atlanta wanted to sign us after
graduation, but my mother wanted
me to go to college,” Roscoe said. He
retired his tenor voice for three years
while at Alabama A&M University.

Uncomfortable with college life,
Roscoe re-directed his energies in
1987. “I wanted more discipline, to be
more focused and to have a better
future, so I joined the Air Force,” he
said.

Roscoe eventually cross-trained
as a paralegal while at Malstrom Air
Force Base, Mont. There, he became
lead vocalist for the rhythm and
blues group Utopia. Roscoe realized
early in his off-duty music career
how difficult it is to get a break in
the recording industry.

Roscoe also ran into the first of
many military entertainment ‘road
blocks’ when he auditioned for “Tops
In Blue,” which features the Air
Force’s top talent. He made it to the
Air Force-level competition, but wasn’t
selected for the showcase tour.

“I had had some voice training
when I first came into the Air Force.
I learned different techniques and
styles,” he said of his eclectic
musical diversity that ranges from
classical and jazz to rock, pop and R
& B. Roscoe wasn’t disappointed
when he didn’t make the one-year
“Tops In Blue” tour. “They told me I
had a lot of potential, but that I
needed to hone my talent. I was
trying to sing, dance and perform
skits. They told me to focus on one
thing.” Roscoe heeded the advice. He
grew as a performer while stationed
at Lowry AFB, Colo., in 1991 as an
Area Defense Council paralegal. “I

joined an a cappella group that
auditioned for ‘Star Search’.”  Al-
though they  didn’t make it on ‘Star
Search,’ an agent was interested in
the five-member ensemble known as
Moment’s Notice. “An agent asked us
if we could leave the Air Force right
away.”

Some group members near
retirement balked at the offer.
Roscoe remained with the group,
persevered and improved himself
vocally. He eventually branched out
as a soloist at weddings, military
retirements and church functions.

Roscoe credits his conversion as a
born-again Christian at the
Macedonia Baptist Church in San
Antonio for turning his life in the
right direction spiritually and profes-
sionally.

“I got back to my church roots,” he
said, giving God the glory for his
talent. He twice won San Antonio’s
“Our Part of Town” talent contest,
recorded with renowned Gospel
singer Dorothy Norwood as a mem-
ber of his church choir, and was
selected as a “Tops In Blue” soloist.
However, a reassignment to Brooks
prevented him from performing for
TIB. He’s philosophical about it,
saying, “I’m going to go where God
leads me.”

Since re-joining the church choir
Roscoe has vocally improved under
musical director Dr. Gary Givens.
“He has taught me to relax and
focus, and that too much rehearsal
can hurt your voice. He challenged
me to ‘see the notes’ and ‘be the
music’.” He has also learned to sing
falsetto, a musical effect he uses when
performing the National Anthem.

He admits some criticism for
being too soulful singing the Na-
tional Anthem. “Well-known an-
thems are hard to sing, because
people expect to hear it the way it
was written. I change the way I sing
the National Anthem to fit the
audience. Not everybody is going to
like my interpretation as a singer.”

Yet musically, Roscoe must be
true to his talent. “I have to be
myself, put my feeling into it.”

Roscoe is also a songwriter-
lyricist. His first Gospel musical
called The Last Family was per-
formed at Osan Air Base, South
Korea in 1997. He is currently
finishing another Gospel musical
titled  In My Father’s Footsteps that he
hopes to premiere in San Antonio.

Once he retires, Roscoe plans on
being either an entertainer or an
entertainment attorney. “You have
to think big,” he says, knowing he
has God as a permanent agent.

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

Tech. Sgt. Roy Roscoe rehearses a song.
Photo by Rudy Purificato
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By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Editor’s note: This feature is
the eighth in a continuing series
about Brooks people who are
related to famous people)

One is a Texas legend, the
other an international celeb-
rity. To Tech. Sgt. Linda
Cuellar, Sam Houston and
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis
are just ‘kin.’

“When I was growing up in
Kentucky, Sam Houston was
(to others) just a figure in
history. He wasn’t the larger-
than-life person that he is in
Texas,” said Cuellar, Brooks
Chapel noncommissioned
officer in charge. As for Jackie
‘O,’ Cuellar never met her
relative who visited Brooks on
Nov. 21, 1963, years before the
chaplain’s assistant was born.

Cuellar was exposed to her
family heritage during child-
hood visits with maternal
great-grandmother Elizabeth
Houston and cousin Lillian,
Elizabeth’s niece. “I became
interested in family genealogy
through Lillian and my great-
grandmother. Lillian took us
everywhere on family research
trips. She was doing research
to qualify her for membership
in the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution,” Cuellar
recalls.

Cuellar, who is seven
minutes older than her identi-
cal twin sister Lisa, is one of
four children born to Frank Rice
and Shirley Cheatham. The 18-
year Air Force veteran’s rela-
tionship to both Sam Houston
and Jackie ‘O’ is through her
mother’s side of the family.

Great-grandmother
Elizabeth’s father, who is
Cuellar’s great-great-grandfa-
ther, was a cousin to Sam
Houston. Her connection to
Jackie Kennedy is through the
Mulberry side of her family. The
Mulberrys are related to the

Chapel worker ‘kin’ to Sam Houston, Jackie ‘O’
Bouviers. Jackie’s father was
John Vernon Bouvier III.

Since the deaths of both
Lillian and her great-grand-
mother, nobody in Cuellar’s
family has continued family
genealogical research. “Lillian
(eventually) made it into the
DAR. She continued the family
genealogy until her death. I
don’t know where those records
are.  I’d love to pick up the trail
left by Lillian,” she said.

Cuellar knows little about
the Jackie Kennedy connection.
She knows more about the
Houston clan. “The Houston
family immigrated from Scot-
land and originally settled in
Virginia. They were plantation
owners. I’ve found descendents
in Virginia, West Virginia,
Tennessee, Indiana and Ohio,”
Cuellar noted. Surprisingly, she
hasn’t yet located any Houston
kin in Texas. Sam Houston
died from pneumonia on July
26, 1863, at age 70. He is
buried in Oakwood Cemetery in
Huntsville, Texas.

The first president of the
Republic of Texas was born in
Virginia on March 2, 1793. He
was the fifth of nine children
born to Samuel and Elizabeth
(Paxton) Houston. His grandfa-
ther distinguished himself
during the American Revolu-
tionary War. His father was an
unsuccessful plantation owner
and soldier who moved the
family to Tennessee.

It was in Tennessee where
young Sam Houston began his
career that included frontiers-
man, school teacher and
lawyer. This 6’6" soldier-
statesman eventually was
elected twice to the U.S. House
of Representatives. He later
served as governor of both
Tennessee and Texas and was
also a U.S. Senator from Texas.
More important to Houston
was his Indian citizenship,
assumed when he married a
Cherokee maiden. His Chero-
kee name “The Raven” means

Jacqueline Kennedy,
(center), arrives at Brooks
Nov. 21, 1963, to help her
husband dedicate U.S. Air
Force School of Aerospace
Medicine buildings.
President Kennedy was
assassinated the next day
in Dallas.

Courtesy photo

“     When I was grow-
ing up in Kentucky,
Sam Houston was (to
others) just a figure in
history. He wasn’t the
larger-than-life person
that he is in Texas.

Tech. Sgt. Linda Cuellar
Brooks Chapel”

‘revered one.’ Long before his
Native American marriage,
Houston’s close relationship
with the Cherokee Nation
enabled him to serve as an
effective liaison between the
federal government and Native
American tribes.

Before Houston became an
American legend, he was a War
of 1812 hero, later rising to the
rank of major general in
Tennessee. However, his major
contributions to history were
made in Texas.

He commanded the Texas
army during its war for inde-
pendence from Mexico. Hous-
ton won Texas’ independence
when he defeated Mexican
dictator Gen. Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna at the Battle of San
Jacinto on April 21, 1836. The

battle site is located in the city
that bears his name: Houston.

San Antonio’s connection to
Sam Houston is annually
celebrated every April when the
Alamo City hosts Fiesta. This
event was originally created to
celebrate Texas’ victory at San
Jacinto.

The world knows that the
former Jacqueline Lee Bouvier
married John F. Kennedy in
1953. Ten years later she
accompanied her husband to
Brooks for the dedication of
four U.S. Air Force School of
Aerospace Medicine buildings.
She became a widow the next
day when President Kennedy
was assassinated in Dallas.
She married Turkish-born

Greek shipowner Aristotle
Onassis in 1968. Widowed
again when Onassis died in
1975, Jackie ‘O’ subsequently
enjoyed a successful career as
a book editor for Doubleday.

She died from Non-Hodgkin’s
lymphoma at age 64 in New
York on May 19, 1994. She is
buried next to JFK at Arlington
National Cemetery.

Cuellar has passed on the
family heritage to her 13-year-
old daughter Ashley. “She told
her seventh grade Texas history
class that she was kin to Sam
Houston,” Cuellar said, noting
that the students just stared at
her in disbelief.

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

Courtesy photo
President of the Texas Republic Sam Houston, circa
1837 -1838.
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By Staff Sgt. Matthew Miller
AFPC Public Affairs

AIR FORCE PERSONNEL
CENTER, Randolph Air Force
Base — Is today’s senior air-
man qualified to take the next
step into the noncommis-
sioned officer corps?

This is the concern many
commanders and supervisors
around the Air Force have had
in light of three years of record
promotion rates to staff ser-
geant — and more than
56,000 new E-4s since the
1999 cycle.

“Both this and last year’s
promotion rates give me con-
cern that young airmen are
being put into leadership po-

sitions before they’re ready,”
said Staff Sgt. Wendy McNabb,
noncommissioned officer of
the Evaluations and Decora-
tions section, McChord AFB,
Wash. “Some of these people
are first-termers who will now
be supervising and training
even younger airmen.”

The role the supervisor
plays, from the time these air-
men enter the Air Force, is
essential in molding a good
NCO, said Chief Master Sgt.
Bill Milligan, Air Education and
Training Command command
chief master sergeant.

“The Air Force doesn’t get
10-year NCOs off the street.
It’s the immediate supervisor
who directly influences the
development of these young
airmen,” he says. “This ser-
vice depends on the supervi-
sor to show them how things
should be done.”

Through mentorship from
supervisors, junior enlisted
members not only gain valu-
able job experience, but are
also formed into the kinds of
leaders the Air Force needs at
those levels, says Milligan.

Then there’s professional
military education. By regula-
tion, every senior airman
must attend the four and a
half-week Airman Leadership

School prior to sewing on staff
sergeant.

“ALS is a key ingredient
which prepares individuals for
supervisory
responsibili-
ties. It lays
the founda-
tions needed
to help air-
men take
that next
step into the
NCO ranks,”
says Chief
Master Sgt.
Mike Eitnier,
the Air Force’s chief of Profes-
sional Military Education.
More than 180 hours of in-
struction give senior airmen
an understanding of the roles
and responsibilities of a non-
commissioned officer.

“ALS provided some unique
training that I feel will help me
relate to those I will be super-
vising in the near future,” said
Senior Airman Landon
Branch, 12th Security Forces
Squadron, Randolph AFB and
recent ALS graduate.

The biggest concern with
ALS is that there may be more
airmen waiting to sew on staff
sergeant each month than
there are slots at base schools.

“We know there is going to

be a large number of senior
airmen throughout the force
who need to attend ALS be-
cause of the recent promotion

list,” says
Eitnier, “but
we are opti-
mistic that
A i r m a n
Leadership
S c h o o l s
across the
service will
be able to
handle the
influx of se-
nior airmen

needing to attend.”
If an airman doesn’t get a

school slot, because of over-
crowding, prior to his or her sew-
on date, procedures are already
in place for them to receive back
pay and entitlements upon
graduation — as if they had
been promoted “on time.”

“The Secretary of the Air
Force has given AFPC the abil-
ity to correct situations such
as this,” said Chief Master
Sgt. Greg Haley, Enlisted Pro-
motion and Military Testing
Branch chief here. “And
though we believe this will be
the exception rather than the
rule, any senior airman who is
not able to attend school because
they are either deployed or a

slot is just not available will
have their promotion date cor-
rected once they graduate.”

Fewer than 90 people were
delayed in sewing on their
stripes during the 2000 cycle
because they had not gradu-
ated ALS, says Haley. Of that
number, the vast majority
were either deployed, had
medical conditions, experi-
enced pregnancy and child
birth or were delayed for qual-
ity reasons.

Airmen who qualify would
then need to go to their Mili-
tary Personnel Flight to sub-
mit a request for back pay.

“Commanders have both
the authority and the respon-
sibility from initial testing
time up to the scheduled sew-
on date to prevent promotion
of those who don’t deserve the
stripe,” said Haley.

“These airmen have done
everything that we have asked
them to do to be promotion-eli-
gible,” said Milligan. “The Air
Force relies on supervisors to
mentor young troops, ALS to
teach senior airmen and com-
manders to evaluate their
men and women. I the have
utmost confidence that these
recent promotees are fully ca-
pable of leading the world’s best
Air Force into the future.”

“      The Air Force
doesn’t get 10-year NCOs
off the street. It’s the im-
mediate supervisor who
directly influences the de-
velopment of  these
young airmen.

Chief Master Sgt. Bill Milligan
AETC Command Chief Master Sgt.

”

Are airmen qualified to make the big step to NCO?
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Essay exams for October
Students wishing to take an Excel-

sior College essay exam or the CLEP
General English exam with essay
need to request their exam by Aug. 10.

Regular CLEP and DSST testing is
available on Fridays at 8 a.m.

Call 536-3617 to reserve a seat.

VEAP conversion
Service members who have VEAP

accounts are now eligible to convert
them to the Montgomery GI Bill. Edu-
cation services will contact members
whose names appear on a list of eli-
gibles.

If you believe you are eligible and
have not been contacted, contact edu-
cation services in Bldg. 570-C.

For more information or to sched-
ule to attend a conversion briefing, call
536-3617.

OLLU Information
Representatives will be available at

the Education Center, Bldg. 570-B,
Aug. 16 from 9 a.m. to noon. Registra-
tion for weekend college trimester I
continues through  Aug. 24.

To obtain information on the under-
graduate weekend college, call 431-
3995 or visit the web site:
www.ollusa.edu/~wec/sawec.

For graduate weekend college infor-
mation call 431-3972.

Back to school fair
The education services office is

hosting a “Back to School Fair” today
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. for the Brooks
community.

Representatives from area schools
as well as the area ROTC detach-
ments will be on hand.

The event will be held in Bldg. 570.
Alamo Community College District

will also conduct registration for fall
classes at this time.

For more information, contact edu-
cation services at 536-3617.

OTS selectee
Congratulations to Tech. Sgt. Andre

Barshay, Air Force Research Labora-

By Carolyn Croft-Foster

Brooks Education
Services Office

536-3617
Barshay

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE,
(AFPN) — The Air Force is giving 153
enlisted airmen the opportunity to trade
in their stripes for gold bars after being
chosen to attend Officer Training School.

 The board considered 470 total ap-
plications, selecting 335 enlisted airmen
and civilians for a 71-percent selection
rate.

As part of the selection process,
board members reviewed both objective
and subjective factors.

Objectively, the board considered
applicant’s academic discipline, grade
point average and Air Force Officer Quali-
fying Test scores.

Subjectively, board members evalu-
ated work experience, accomplish-
ments, adaptability, character, leader-
ship ability, potential for future growth
and other recommendations. Perfor-
mance reports and commander’s rec-
ommendations were also evaluated for
active-duty enlisted members.

The selection process is similar to
an Air Force officer promotion board. The
key to the process is that no single fac-
tor leads to an individual’s selection  OTS
selection officials said.

tory, on his se-
lection to Of-
ficer Training
School.

Upon comple-
tion of OTS
Barshay will be
commissioned
as a second
lieutenant and
serve as a com-
munications of-
ficer.

E n l i s t e d
members who
have completed a bachelor’s degree or
are within 270 days of completion of
their degree are eligible to apply to
OTS.

Aug. 28 is the next deadline for ap-
plications.

For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, call 536-3617.

CCAF graduation
All nominations for the fall 2001

graduation must be received by the
Community College of the Air Force
at Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., by
Aug. 24.

Students who believe they are a
degree candidate need to contact the
education services office to ensure
their nominations are submitted as
soon as possible.

Call 536-3617 for more information.

Air Force announces OTS selections

AIR FORCE PERSONNEL CENTER,
Randolph Air Force Base — The scheduled
July 24 Enlisted Quarterly Assignment List-
ing for those returning from overseas in the
November - January cycle and the list of
available overseas requirements for the April
- June cycle are being delayed, according to
officials.

“The switch to the modernized military
personnel data system has hampered our
ability to retrieve all the data we need to
make assignments, “ said Lt. Col. Jim
Hegarty, Airman Assignments Division
chief.

“In an effort to have all the best data to
make the best matches of people to jobs,
we’re going to take some extra time to do it
right.”

People in those assignment cycles can
check the Air Force Personnel Center’s web
site at: www.afpc.randolph.af.mil  for updates,

officials said.  People with urgent concerns
should contact base personnel representa-
tives.

Officer assignments should not be af-
fected, since they depend less on computer-
assisted matching, officials said.

The Spring 2002 vulnerable-mover list is
out with requisitions and assignment
matches expected to occur during their nor-
mal windows.

Quarterly assignments listings delayed
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While serving 11 years as
a medical technician, former
Air Force Staff Sgt. Greg Will-
iams worked alongside hun-
dreds of doctors in caring for
patients at Wilford Hall Medi-
cal Center at Lackland Air
Force Base.

Today, newly-commis-
sioned 2nd Lt. Williams is
poised to join the ranks of mili-
tary physicians. He begins his
first year of medical school
Aug. 13, at the Uniformed Ser-
vices University of the Health
Sciences, the nation’s only
federal medical school, in
Bethesda, Md.

For Williams, the Air Force
and the university, the former
staff sergeant’s path to medi-
cal school is a groundbreaking
event.  He is the first enlisted
military student to study and
serve in the university’s year-
long preparatory program that
prepares students for medical
school.  The pressure was on
Williams not only to succeed
but also to pave the way for
other enlisted members to
become uniformed physi-
cians.

According to Lt. Col. Carolyn
L. Miller, vice president for
Recruitment and Diversity
Affairs at USUHS, Williams is
more than succeeding.

“In the past year, he has
exceeded the mandatory “B”
average in all of his courses,”
Miller said.  “2nd Lt. Williams
is a superb example of a dedi-
cated uniformed service mem-
ber being retained on active
duty for a new career; such a
retention will benefit the in-
dividual service member, the

Air Force, and the nation.”
Miller is not Williams’ only

supporter.
Air Force Surgeon General

Lt. Gen. Paul K. Carlton, Jr.,
approved an exception to
policy, which permitted Will-
iams to be assigned to the
USUHS preparatory program.

The general is working
with Miller and the university
to create a process that will al-
low other enlisted men and
women with similar back-
grounds to compete for slots in
the USUHS program.

“Today, our enlisted mem-
bers can see themselves go-
ing to school, getting a degree,
becoming an officer, and ris-
ing to be the Chief of Staff of
the Air Force,” said Carlton.
“We in the medical career field
need to ensure we make that
vision visible as well.”

The general expects officers
serving in the Air Force Medi-
cal Service to be active in
making the enlisted force
aware of such opportunities.

“Any enlisted person who is
willing to devote the time and
energy to complete the rigor-
ous study required by such
careers should be enabled to

become a Surgeon General,
Chief Nurse, Chief of the Den-
tal Corps, Chief of the Biomedi-
cal Service Corps, or Com-
mand Surgeon,” he said.

According to Williams’ sup-
porters, hard work has been at
the foundation of his success.
While he did his part earning
a Bachelor of Science degree
in Biology from the University
of Texas, at San Antonio, the
road to his first day of medical
school has not been an easy
one.

“There were many times,
when I thought that maybe
this goal was not realistic, es-
pecially with family and work
commitments,” Williams said.
“At times you feel like every-
thing is going to go wrong, but
you can’t give in to what
seems to be impossible re-
quirements - you can’t give
up.”

USUHS accepts a limited
number of slots from each
branch of the service for medi-
cal school.

Military students are offic-
ers whose cost of tuition,
books, and related materials
are offset in exchange for ac-
tive duty service.  Graduates
of USUHS are commissioned
officers who owe active duty
service for their medical
school education.

“As an enlisted student
wearing stripes, I wondered
how I would be viewed by my
classmates,” Williams said.
“However, the staff and the
other students treated me as
an equal and made me feel
like part of a family. I have
earned a real sense of accom-
plishment over the last year.”

In looking ahead to his fu-
ture as a physician, Williams

said he is committed to mili-
tary medicine.

“I prefer it, because the
military allows you to do a little
more for your patients.”

For now, however, he is fo-

cused on the challenges his
first year of medical school will
bring. One thing is certain,
Williams has a lot of people
pulling for him, including the
Air Force Surgeon General.

Newly-commissioned 2nd Lt. Greg Williams prepares for the
challenges of medical school. Williams is the first enlisted
military student to study and serve in the Uniformed Services
University of Health Sciences year-long preparatory program
that prepares students for medical school.  He begins medical
school August 13 at the university.

Former enlisted medical technician breaks new ground, heads to medical school

Courtesy photo

“      There were
many times, when I
thought that maybe
this goal was not re-
alistic, especially
with family and work
commitments.

2nd Lt. Greg Williams
Wilford Hall Medical Center”
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   Playing hockey,
I’ve been hit in much
worse places. Be-
sides, it only hurts for
a little while.

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Photos by Rudy Purificato

Eric Moore’s typical sequence when balls are hit to him near second base is to get in front of the ball to knock it down.

Brooks golf team
tees off at Tinker

An experienced Brooks AFB golf
team is battling blistering Oklahoma
heat this week while trying to keep cool
heads against tough competition at the
Air Force Materiel Command tournament
at Tinker AFB.

Last year at Eglin AFB, Brooks fin-
ished fifth in a field of eight teams.
Warner-Robins AFB, Ga. is the defend-
ing AFMC champion.

Brooks returns four seasoned veter-
ans with AFMC tourney experience to
the competition including Ted Burgess,
last year’s gross division base champ;
Chris McClaren, the 2000 net division
base champion, James Barfield and
Katharyn Grant. Competing in his first
AFMC tourney is Curt Nagle, Occupa-
tional Health NCOIC for the U.S. Air
Force School of Aerospace Medicine.

“I’ve never played at Tinker, but I un-
derstand it’s a choice course,” said
Nagle, an 8-handicapper, who is com-
peting along with Barfield, a 12-handi-
capper, in the over 40 division. Nagle’s
concentration is further ‘handicapped’
knowing that his wife Chris is expecting
their first child anytime.

Burgess and McClaren earned spots
on the team during a two-day, 36-hole
qualifying round played in July at the
Brooks golf course. Nagle was selected
as a replacement player based on his
intramural season performance.

“I’ve played (the past) three seasons
for the USAFSAM intramural team,” said
Nagle, a Philadelphia native. He brings
to the team an ability to hit the ball far. “I
consistently get the ball onto the green,”
he said. Nagle tuned up for the AFMC
tournament during a July tourney here
that featured pro rules. “It helped me get
a feel for tournament play,” Nagle noted.

As for his teammates, they are try-
ing to eclipse last year’s disappointing
performance.

USAFSAM’s Burgess finished near
the bottom of the open division with a
three-day total of 256.

McClaren, assigned to the Air Force
Institute for Environment, Safety and Oc-
cupational Health Risk Analysis, fared
better with a 239 three-day total.

Barfield, with the 311th Medical
Squadron, placed ninth in his division
last year, an improvement over his last-
place performance at the 1999 AFMC
tourney. AFIERA’s Grant had the most
success last year, finishing third in the
women’s division by carding a three-day
total of 294.

‘Fearless’ second baseman plays position like hockey goalie

The fossil-like im-
pression of softball
stitching is barely vis-
ible on Airman First
Class Eric Moore’s fore-
head.

Marks to his torso
and limbs have like-
wise faded, mere
‘scratches’ to a
hockey-player-turned-
second baseman who
plays softball with the
same intensity and
fearlessness that he
once displayed tending
goal against bone-
numbing slapshots.

The 22-year-old
Brooks AFB firefighter
is thrilled by the chal-
lenge of learning a new
sport as a rookie in-
fielder for the 311th
Civil Engineer Squad-
ron intramural team.

“Second base is a
brand new position for
me,” Moore said, refer-
ring to his high school
freshman year as a
baseball outfielder.

He volunteered to
play the position when
the team’s regular sec-
ond baseman Mark
Philpot separated from
the Air Force prior to pre-season and
his replacement Steve Perez was side-
lined with a broken foot.

Having no experience playing one
of three infield positions regarded in
softball as inherently dangerous due
to frequent canon-like line drives,
Moore had to rely more on his head
and body than his glove. He uses
hockey moves to stop the ball.

“Nothing gets by him. He stops ev-
erything,” said Moore’s coach Curtis
Hill. Even his teammates joke during
pre-game warm-ups about Moore’s
ability, yelling to him, “Hey Eric, let’s
see you catch this with your head.”

During an earlier warm-up Moore
accidentally took a ball off his
forehead.Usually balls hit in Moore’s
vicinity bounce off his chest, arms or
legs.

“Softballs have so much spin on
them they can go anywhere.They’re
not like a (hockey) puck. I try to put

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

my body in front of it. I learned in
hockey to not let the puck get passed
you,” he said.

Moore’s mental toughness in not
letting anything hit get by him is based
on having no fear of the ball. “Playing
hockey, I’ve been hit in much worse
places. Besides, it only hurts for a little
while,” he said, noting that he’ll do
anything to block the ball. He’s made
diving an infield art.

His hustling tactics are not without
consequences. While he has not been
seriously injured, Moore realizes that
playing second base can be perilous.
“Second, third and shortstop are the
hardest positions in softball. They get
the hardest hit balls,” he said, explain-
ing that batters try to crush balls
through the infield gaps.

Moore has had to make many ad-
justments playing a sport that is quite
different from his beloved hockey. “I’m
used to quick wristshots in hockey.  In

softball, batters  take
full extension swings,”
he said.

His coach has
helped him with sec-
ond base fundamen-
tals, but for Moore play-
ing the infield is still
an adventure. “I have
trouble with depth per-
ception on fly balls or
pop ups. High shots are
killing me.”

Hockey shots are
more to his liking,
having grown up on
the ice in his native
Massachusetts. While
he played defensive
forward on the
Masconomet High
School hockey team,
Moore switched to
goalie in his senior
year. “I never was a
very good skater,” he
admits.

Before joining the
Air Force in 1999
Moore was a very in-
timidating 230-pound
hockey ‘enforcer’ who
liked knocking oppo-
nents down. The sport
helped him develop a
high threshold for pain
and an ability to play
the angles, essential
factors for his develop-
ment as an infielder.

The transition from hockey player
to second baseman has been admit-
tedly difficult for Moore, although he
is steadily improving. “As a former out-
fielder I saw that most of the action
was in the infield. I wanted to see what
it was like,” he said while rubbing a
bruise on his forearm.

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

“
Airman First Class Eric Moore

311th Civil Engineer Squadron”

Rudolph.Purificato@brooks.af.mil

Eric Moore tries fielding his position using his entire body.
Photos by Rudy Purificato
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By Senior Airman Lee Watts
20th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C.
(AFPN) — He may be soft-spoken
and easygoing, but Warren Kelly
has a far more serious side. He
spends hours each day honing
his skills as a “master” marks-
man with hopes of earning a spot
on the 2004 U.S. Olympic team.

At the 2001 USA National
Shooting Championships re-
cently in Atlanta, he placed sixth
in the air pistol category and
eighth in free pistol. However, he
has been doing well in shooting
competitions for years.

In 1995, he was the National
Rifle Association’s national
champion. Plus, Kelly — a tech-
nical sergeant with the 20th Com-
ponent Repair Squadron here —
has captured South Carolina’s
state championship six times,
including this year.

Both air pistol and free pistol
shooting are Olympic events. Kelly
said he believes he has a real
chance at making the U.S. team
for the games in Athens, Greece.

Right now, Kelly’s chances look
good. In one free pistol match, he
out shot world record holder and
2000 Olympian Bill Demarest.
Furthermore, the national team
coach, Eric Buljung, who won the
men’s silver medal at the 1988
Olympic Games in Seoul, has
taken an interest in Kelly’s shoot-
ing development.

To help work toward his Olym-
pic goal, the jet engine craftsman
plans to apply for the Air Force’s
World Class Athlete Program this
fall. If selected, the Air Force will

send him to the Olympic Train-
ing Center in Colorado to train
full time with Buljung to prepare
for the 2004 Olympic team.

Of course, getting to such a
high level of competition did not
happen overnight. “I’ve been com-
peting for 10 years, but have been
shooting since I was a kid,” Kelly
said. “My dad is the one who got
me started, and he still shoots
competitively.”

To maintain and continue to
improve his skills, Kelly prac-
tices two hours daily. About a
month out from a big match, he
bumps it up another hour.

When comparing his air and
free pistol skills to the M-16 rifle
or M-9 pistol Kelly said, “It’s like
apples and oranges. The triggers

have more recoil and the weap-
ons weigh more. I’ve got a lot of
respect for the guys who can bust
a good score with those weapons.”

And while Kelly is proficient in
both Olympic events, he noted the
shooting disciplines do have their
differences.

In air pistol competition, shoot-
ers use .177 caliber pistols. They
must take 60 shots in one hour
and 45 minutes in the first round,
while taking 75 seconds for each
of 10 shots in the final round.

In free pistol competition, com-
petitors shoot specially modified
.22 caliber pistols firing 60 shots
in two hours during the first
round, while 75 seconds are al-
lotted for each of 10 shots in the
final round.

Air Force shooter sets his sights on 2004 Olympics

Warren Kelly has his sights on making the 2004 U.S. Summer Olympic
team. The technical sergeant from Shaw Air Force Base, S.C., recently
placed sixth in the USA National Shooting Championships’ air pistol
competition.

Photo by Senior Airman Lee Watts

Triathlon de la Hispanidad
The second annual “Triathlon de la Hispanidad” will

be held at 7 a.m. Aug. 25 at Lackland AFB. The event,
sponsored by their Hispanic Heritage Week Commit-
tee, consists of a 300-meter swim, an 11-mile bike
ride, and a 5K run. Athletes will receive a T-shirt and
water bottle. Plaques will be awarded to  first-, second-,
and third-place winners for each category. Registration
forms are available at all San Antonio Air Force base
and Army post gyms.

For more information contact Capt. Mary McGriff or
Master Sgt. Hector Medina at 671-4802 or 671-4406.

Air Force Marathon
Online registration continues for runners interested

in participating in the fifth annual Air Force Marathon
Sept. 22. Visit the marathon Web page at:
afmarathon.wpafb.af.mil/.  Click on the “register in-
formation” button. Payment is by credit card only.

Entry deadline is Sept. 5. Registrations received
after Aug. 15 may not receive a confirmation.

For more information, call the Air Force Marathon
office at (937) 257-4350.

Military night
The Pillsbury Company’s “2nd Annual Military Night

at the Ballpark” with the San Antonio Missions is Aug.
20, featuring appearances by the Pillsbury Doughboy,
Jolly Green Giant and Little Green Spout, as well as
entertainment during the game. The first 500 military
members to show their ID at a special Pillsbury booth
will receive a free Missions T-shirt.

Ballapeno, the team  mascot, will hand out vouch-
ers for the game from 11 a.m. -noon Aug. 15 at the
Brooks Commissary. Two players will sign autographs
and hand out more vouchers from 11 a.m.- noon Aug.
16. The first 100 children age 14 and under will receive
a free Doughboy Collectible Baseball for the players to
autograph.
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