Aristolochia

Operational Risks (Color Denotes Quality of Evidence)
Scientific Names

Aristolochia clematis

Other Names

Birthwort

Common uses

The substance may be used as an immune stimulant or for treatment of some forms of intestinal or cholecystic colic.  Homeopathically used to treat disorders of menstruation and climacteric.

Actions

The herb elaborates Aristolochic acids and Isoqunoline alkaloids.  Slight immune stimulation has been reported in some animal and in vitro studies.  Aristolochic acid is reported to act similarly to colchicine.

Toxicity

Severe interstitial nephropathy leading to renal failure has been reported both in animal and human cases with consumption of the elixir.  Its use is not recommended.
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