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1)
Become familiar with the developmental history of aviation and aviation medicine.

2)
Identify the problems experienced by American and British flying units prior to the introduction of aviation medicine specialists (circa WW I).

a.
Injury/death rates

b.
Disorientation

3)
Identify the problems experienced by airmen during and after WWII

a.
Hypoxia – caused more deaths than enemy action.

b.
Cold/frostbite – frequent occurrence, 1/3 were permanently downed.

c.
Missiles/projectiles – body armor was developed by Capt Armstrong

d.
Fatigue/stress – major problem

e.
Use of Equipment – lack of training

f.
Egress systems – initially had nothing but a parachute

g.
Pressure changes – development of pressurized airplanes.

4)
Identify the names of the individuals that made significant contributions to aviation

medicine.

The Montgolfier Brothers - first manned flight, hot air balloon, 1783

The Wright Brothers - first heavier than air, powered, manned flight, 1903

Paul Bert - Father of Aviation Medicine - French physician/physiologist Published first aviation physiology book, La Pression Barometrique, resecherches de' physiologic experimental, 1878

Theodore Lyster - first "Chief Surgeon of Aviation Section (Army Signal Corp), Father of American Military Aviation Medicine
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