DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

AIR NATIONAL GUARD

SG 01-012

15 February 2001

MEMORANDUM FOR ALL MDS’s, SAS’s, ASSISTANTS AND ADVISORS, WING COMMANDERS

FROM: ANG/SG

SUBJECT:  Aerospace Medicine Course (AMP) Prerequisites

     The AMP course provides comprehensive medical training in aviation/operational medicine and is the basic certifying course for ANG flight surgeons.  Military members who apply to attend this course must be physicians or senior level medical school students.  Completion of the Commissioned Officer Training Course, COT/RCOT, is now a prerequisite for all AMP attendees.  Unfortunately, the shortage of COT/RCOT course quotas precludes AMP attendance for many medical students, residents or physicians during an academic break or flexible training period in their careers.  Realistically, there are few times in a young physician’s training cycle when the seven-week AMP course can be accomplished in total or in increments.  The ability to function as a flight surgeon is a critical skill that all qualified physicians bring to our flying wings, and it is a bona fide physician retention issue.  

     USAFSAM/CC and the AMP Course Director are cognizant of our critical need to resolve this administrative impasse and have agreed to permit us some flexibility.  When the AMP candidate cannot complete COT/RCOT before AMP registration, his/her commander may request a waiver through written certification that he/she is proficient in basic officership skills.  The requirement for physician accessions to complete COT/RCOT is NOT eliminated; however, it is no longer an absolute prerequisite for attending the AMP course at Brooks AFB, TX.  Documented local mentoring in military customs, courtesies, and bearing by the applicant’s MDS commander and Wing commander may be substituted for the COT/RCOT as an AMP Course prerequisite ONLY.  This flexibility permits us to continue to access and train our next generation of young flight surgeons. 

     I have attached a checklist/letter for the AMP applicant, MDS commander and the Wing commander to sign and forward to ANG/SGST; 3500 Fetchet Ave; Andrews AFB MD 20762-5157.  Please ensure this is received in ANG/SGST 60 days before the course start date.  This will certify that the medical student or physician AMP applicant without COT/RCOT has completed the mentoring program.  The final portion of the mentorship program is the nonresident/distance portion of the RCOT program.  Completion of this nonresident, web-based training and test is dual-purpose requirement in that it is also a prerequisite for attending the residence portion of RCOT at Maxwell AFB, AL.  

     My Point of Contact for this policy is ANG/SGP, Lt Col Buck Dodson,  (301) 836-8551, or Buck.Dodson@ang.af.mil

       //signed//

RANDALL M. FALK

Colonel, USAF, MC, CFS

The Air Surgeon
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DATE

MEMORANDUM FOR USAFSAM/CC

THRU    (unit) MDS/CC

FROM:   (unit wing)/CC

SUBJECT: Officership Training, (name, rank, social security number): Aerospace Medicine Primary (AMP) Course                                           

I certify that (name, rank) has fulfilled the following requirements for application to the Aerospace Medicine Primary (AMP) Course.  I understand this will not replace his or her obligation to attend COT/RCOT, but it will permit this officer to attend the AMP course.  I am confident that this officer has a sufficient knowledge of military customs, courtesies and bearing to conduct himself/herself in a manner consistent with Air National Guard and US Air Force expectations for commissioned officers. 

· Familiarity with the DOD Chain of Command

· Understanding of dress and personal appearance requirements of Air Force personnel, AFI 36-2903

· Meets the weight and body fat management program, AFI 40-502

· Understanding of guidelines and punishment for drug/substance testing  and abuse, AFI 44-120

· Comprehension of proper military customs and courtesies

· Familiarity with the Air Force Honor Code and Air Force Core Values

· Understanding of military guidelines and prohibitions regarding fraternization, harassment, and discrimination.

· Familiar with Military Correspondence formats.

· Completion of the distance learning RCOT readings and test at the ANG/SG web site http://ots.afoats.af.mil/23ts/RCOT/rcot_non_res.htm.

· Results of test are attached to this document.

AMP Student Signature ___________________________________________

MDS CC Signature ________________________________________________

Wing CC Signature ________________________________________________

