Steps of an Outbreak Investigation

1.  Prepare for fieldwork

2.  Establish the existence of an outbreak

3.  Verify the diagnosis

4.  Define and identify cases

     a.  Establish a case definition 

          (Clinical description plus person, place and time)

     b.  Identify and count cases

5.  Perform descriptive epidemiology

6.  Develop hypothesis

7.  Evaluate hypothesis

8.  Refine hypothesis and execute additional studies

      a.  Additional epidemiologic studies

       b.  Other types of studies (laboratory, environmental)

9.  Implement control and prevention measures

10.  Communicate findings

